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INTRODUCTION
The Wales Community Radio Network is the

national organisation that represents, supports

and develops Ofcom-licensed Community

Radio in Wales.

In 2025, Community Radio turned 20 years old,

with Wales being home to one of the Access

Radio services in 1999, GTFM, which went onto

be the first licensed Community Radio service in

the country.

Now in 2026, 12 Community Radio services are on air across Wales, part of over 350 services

across the United Kingdom, all serving a variety of communities, from communities of location

to communities of interest or identity.

Compared to other parts of the UK, the uptake of Community Radio has been limited, with low

interest in some areas, stations failing to launch after being licensed or closing at a later date

due to financial difficulties sustaining the service.

Despite that, there has been a steady growth in the number of Community Radio services on air

in recent years. Since 2023, the sector has grown by 30% as new and online services make use

of access to Small Scale DAB (SSDAB) multiplexes. Newport City Radio in Newport, Rookwood

Sound and Radio Glamorgan in Cardiff have all taken advantage of the new route to broadcast. 

As the roll-out of SSDAB continues, long-standing services have taken advantage of the access

to the platform, with Bro Radio, GTFM, Radio Cardiff,  Rhondda Radio and Wrexham City Radio

all broadcasting on DAB multiplexes local to their original broadcast area, making their services

accessible to new audiences on digital platforms.

Whilst each station is different, they play a vital role in supporting their communities, providing

information, news and what’s on, offering a platform for organisations, charities and individuals

to come on and talk about what they are doing for their community.

Stations help to support the development of the local economy, providing opportunities for

skill development, as well as the promotion of local businesses and entrepreneurial activities, at

an accessible cost, with all stations being not for profit, therefore having a requirement to

provide social gain for their community.

With the continued decline in local commercial radio across Wales, in favour of networked

national programming, as well as the reduction in locally produced news content, both on

radio and within newspapers, collectively have caused an increase in demand from audiences

for local content and local provision of radio.



COMMUNITY RADIO
IN WALES - STATS

TURNOVERSTAFF

VOLUNTEERS & TRAINING

Community Radio turnover across Wales varies
dramatically, with stations delivering services for
as little £4,400 up to over £115,000.

Stations with a higher turnover are typically
stations employing staff, along with those
delivering a variety of grant-based projects and
activities.

The total estimated turnover for the sector in
2024 was £450,172, with a sector average
£41,066 according to research by WCRN.

According to the Ofcom Communications
Market Report 2025, the UK sector average was
higher at £51,980 during 2024.

Across Wales, community stations are heavily
reliant on volunteer managers, directors, or
trustees for the day-to-day management of their
services.

Just three of the eleven stations broadcasting in
Wales employ paid staff, with a total of 10 paid
staff working across the sector.

Each of the three stations employs one full-time
member of staff, with two of those collectively
employing seven part-time staff. 

These part time staff are largely employed on a
freelance basis, on an ad hoc basis for the
delivery of grant-funded projects and activites.

Community Radio stations across Wales rely heavily on volunteers for roles in and out of the studio.
These roles cover everything from presenting, producing, news gathering and administration, as well
as the Board Members and trustees that steer the direction of services, as well as supporting
volunteers, securing advertising, grants and administrative activities. 

Within each station's key commitments set out by Ofcom, it has an obligation to provide training and
volunteering opportunities to members of the local community. Whilst training varies across Wales, at
its core, stations aim to upskill members of the community, whilst engaging them in the delivery of
their services.

Across Wales, over 520 volunteers are dedicating their time to the delivery of services, with an average
of 47 volunteers per station. In 2024, stations collectively trained 220 new people, with an average of
20 volunteers trained per station. Typically, stations with a lower turnover have a strong core
volunteer base, but provide fewer training opportunities compared to stations with a higher turnover.

Source: WCRN Community Radio in Wales, November 2025



POLICY
RECOMMENDATIONS

GROW COMMUNITY RADIO IN WALES
THROUGH PUBLIC INVESTMENT1

ENSURE THE DISTRIBUTION OF GOVERNMENT
ADVERTISING ON COMMUNITY RADIO2

ENSURE THE FUTURE OF FM IN WALES, WHILST
ENCOURAGING A DIGITAL FUTURE3

RECOGNISE COMMUNITY RADIO AS AN ENTRY
POINT FOR JOURNALISM IN WALES4



GROW COMMUNITY RADIO
THROUGH PUBLIC INVESTMENT
Community Radio stations in Wales have, to date, received much more financial support compared to

services broadcasting in England, Scotland or Ireland, and whilst the WCRN has welcomed that

support to date, it has been inconsistent with the needs of the sector.

In 2008, the Welsh Government established a Community Radio Fund to provide financial support of

£500,000 over five years to Wales’ nine existing community radio stations. 

Prior to the final year of funding in 2012-13 the Welsh Government conducted a Review of the Fund,

which stated that “for each round the demand for support from the Fund significantly exceeded the

£100,000 available for distribution” that in spite of some stations not applying to some, or all rounds.

Despite stations praising the fund for supporting the creation and continuation of jobs, as well as the

development of the sector and stations, many of which were in their early phases, it was decided to

not to continue the fund after the final round in 2012-13.

Following its conclusion, the sector regularly called for the creation of a new fund to support the

growth of Community Radio in Wales. In 2019, the Senedd’s Culture, Welsh Language and

Communications Committee created a short report into Community Radio in Wales, based on a

Symposium held on 20 June 2019 at the Atrium in Cardiff.

In that report, the Committee recommended that the Welsh Government should fund a community

radio body for Wales to offer practical support to stations, perform a representative role and co-

ordinate cross-station knowledge sharing. Practical support might include performing common tasks

for stations like HR, marketing or grant writing.

Despite this call, stations themselves came together, with no funding from the Welsh Government, to

create the Wales Community Radio Network, leading to its formation as a body in 2021, and the

creation of a Community Interest Company in 2024.



Since the cessation of the Welsh Government Community Radio Fund, WCRN has continued to

champion for further funding to support the sector in Wales. This has been backed by the UK

Parliament's Broadcasting in Wales Report in October 2023, which praised the previous fund in

supporting Community Radio in Wales, recommending “the Welsh Government to reinstate support

for community radio in Wales.”

In 2025, it secured £100,000 from Creative Wales, following on from the foundations of its founding

chair, Tony Wyn Jones.

Distributed by WCRN, the fund supported the work of 11 Community Radio services broadcasting in

Wales and allowed the organisation to collate vital information on the sector, which formed the basis

of the Community Radio in Wales Report – November 2025.

Whilst the sector does have access to the Ofcom Community Radio Fund, financed by UK Government,

requested applications continue to outweigh the funding available.

In the most recent round (2025-26) the Department for Culture, Media and Sport provided a further

£500,000 in funding, on top of the original allocation of £400,000.

Despite a total fund of £900,000, the total funding requested in applications for the 2025-2026

financial year reached £2,930,421, with 47 of the 115 applications considered receiving funding.

Whilst the fund is praised, with three Welsh stations receiving grants in the 2025-26 funding round,

competition continues to be high, and stations continue to state difficulties in making posts funded,

following the initial 12-month period, especially with new staters.

In October 2023, the UK Parliament’s Broadcasting in Wales report recommended “that the

Government increase the Community Radio Fund to match the current demand, as well as linking it to

inflation for future years” and stated that “the Government increases the Community Radio Fund to

match the current demand, as well as linking it to inflation for future years.”

More generally, finances within the sector vary dramatically. The Ofcom Communications Market

Report 2025 stated the average income for a Community Radio station in the UK was £51,980. The

Wales Community Radio Networks' own research in 2025 shows an average income in Wales of

£41,066, with stations delivering service for as little as £4,400 on one end of the scale, up to over

£115,000 at the other end.

Stations with a higher income, in large part, have more staff and volunteers, and in most cases, a larger

coverage area – covering a City or County, instead of a town, village or part of an area.

The WCRN is calling on future Welsh Governments to consider a longer-term support of the
Community Radio sector, ensuring the voices of communities are safeguarded and local
communities continue to have access to relevant information in their areas, whilst also supporting
the future of the media industry in Wales.

WCRN encourages future Welsh Governments to engage with Ofcom on the future of the
Community Radio fund and ensuring future rounds consider longer projects, to mae the probability
of long-term sustainability of roles more likely. 



With grant funding continuing to be challenging to secure, many Community Radio services are reliant

on generating income from advertising, sponsorship, and Events to cover their core costs.

According to the WCRN Community Radio In Wales Report in November 2025, three stations in Wales

employ staff directly to generate advertising revenues, while the majority rely on volunteers to do so.

On 13  January 2026, Labour MS for Pontypridd Mick Antoniw, posed a question to the First Minister

regarding support for community radio, with a particular focus on advertising.

th

“GTFM serves the greater Pontypridd and Rhondda Cynon Taf areas, hundreds of thousands of people,

but it is dependent very much on the funds it can raise. It has had a smallish grant from Creative Wales,

which has been very welcome—the first one in many, many years. But, looking at public service

broadcasting and public service advertising from Welsh Government, I'll give you these figures: 2022,

there were 23 bookings with GTFM of public service advertising for that particular year; 2023, there

were eight; 2024, there were four; 2025, 14. Now, this advertising is really important, but it seems to me

that the policy is inconsistent. And I know, with advertising changes and commissioning and so on—.

Can you do what you can to ensure that all Welsh Government public service advertising, as a matter

of course, should be on community radio? Because not only does it mean that information gets out

into our communities, but it also improves the sustainability of our community radio.”

In response, the First Minister praised the work of the services, going on to state

“When we spend money on advertising, the key test for us is simple: does it actually reach the people

we need to reach, on top of whether it provides value for money? Community radio does reach

audiences that national outlets often can't and don't reach, and national radio doesn't have that level

of trust that you talked about, because they've built up that relationship with their local community.

Now, Welsh Government, clearly, has to follow procurement rules and those value-for-money

principles, but, within that framework, we absolutely consider reach, relevance and community

impact.”

Whilst WCRN fully understands the value-for-money principles, current procurement rules and

agreements with media agencies, focus largely on numbers and not reaching local communities, who

traditionally do not engage with mainstream media outlets.

ENSURE THE DISTRIBUTION OF
GOVERNMENT ADVERTISING



Due to its hyper-local relevance, Community Radio services target some of the hardest to reach

individuals, those people whom many of the Welsh Government campaigns are directly targeting.

In October 2023 the House of Commons Welsh Affairs Committee Report into Broadcasting in Wales

report stated “Advertising on community radio would benefit their development and enable the

Government to reach a wider audience with its advertisements, potentially increasing the pool of

applicants for public sector jobs.” The reported called on Government both UK and Welsh “to develop

and publish by April 2024 a strategy setting out how it will seek to place advertisements on

community radio stations”

This call was backed by the National Union of Journalists Welsh Executive, which in response stated

Advertising on Community Radio would benefit their development and enable the Government to

reach a wider audience” 

The WCRN is calling on future Welsh Governments to review current procurement arrangements for
all Welsh Government Radio advertising, considering how all campaigns can be placed on
Community Radio services in future. This will not only allow messages to reach some of the hardest-
to-reach communities but also secure the core costs of Community Radio services.

In addition, the WCRN calls on future Welsh Governments to ensure that Community Radio is
considered as part of all wider Communication Plans.



ENSURE THE CONTINUATION OF
FM IN WALES
Whilst the WCRN continues to champion DAB and other broadcast mediums as viable options for the

continuation of Community Radio in Wales, it has concerns about the potential closure of FM Radio in

the UK.

In February 2026, the UK Government opened an investigation into the end of FM Radio in the UK, and

whilst DCMS has confirmed to sector bodies that the closure is focused on BBC and Commercial Radio

services, concerns have been raised about where this leaves legacy FM Community Radio Services.

Whilst take-up of Small-Scale DAB across the UK has been steady, as of March 2026, just six

multiplexes have been launched across Wales:

Cardiff (and the Vale of Glamorgan)

Merthyr & Rhondda Cynon Taf

Newport & Chepstow

North Pembrokeshire

South Pembrokeshire & Carmarthenshire

Wrexham

Across these six multiplexes, a total of eight Community Digital Sound Programme (CDSP) services are

currently broadcasting. Of those, five of the services are existing FM Community Services, two are long-

standing Hospital Radio Services and the other, Newport City Radio, is a long-standing online service,

which struggled to secure an FM licence, due to limited available spectrum in the city.

Whilst each of the above services has embraced DAB, its audiences continue to be reliant on its FM

Broadcasts, whilst the services currently broadcasting on FM do not currently have a confirmed

pathway to DAB.

In some parts of Wales, small-scale DAB coverage is patchy – with listeners diverted back to existing FM

signals to continue to listen. With much of the sector being funded by commercial entities, focus has

been on coverage in built-up areas in towns, cities, and major road infrastructures, not on total

coverage across counties, towns, or Cities, leading to poor or non-existent coverage in some

communities.



In what has been advertised as the “eighth and final round of small-scale DAB radio multiplex licenses”

by Ofcom in September 2025, five further areas were listed as being open to applications:

Aberystwyth

Brecon

Monmouth

North Powys

South Powys

In the round, Ofcom recieved no applications for these areas. Across all eight rounds, nine applications

to operate Multiplexes were recieved - with six of these launching to date.

The WCRN continues to work closely with other sector bodies, including the UK Community Radio

Network, which has previously called for a commitment to a long-term plan for FM Community Radio

licences, along with protections for platform equivalence.

In its Manifesto for the 2024 Parliamentary Elections, it called for a UK-wide licensing programme for

analogue Community Radio, stating:

“Ofcom has not done a fully open UK-wide licencing programming for analogue Community Radio for

nearly a decade and in that time there has been significant evidence of demand for groups wanting to

launch on FM or AM in areas across the UK, including those who have no other choice than to

broadcast only online, or wait until Small Scale DAB (SSDAB) is open in their area.”

“We need a firm commitment and long-term plan for FM Community Radio so that stations can plan

and prepare for the future, when we talk to stations all can see a long life left for FM to serve

communities across the UK, and we have yet to see what digital rollout across the country looks like,

we are sceptical that SSDAB will ever be able to replace the actual receivable coverage of existing

analogue Community Radio stations, and there are already some stations and communities that will

never be served by SSDAB.”

The WCRN calls on future Welsh Governments to work with the UK Government, Ofcom Wales and
Ofcom UK to secure a commitment to the long-term future of FM Community Radio – allowing
stations to plan and prepare for the future, but also allowing for new FM services to launch in areas
of Wales, where Small Scale DAB is not financially viable.



RECOGNISE COMMUNITY
RADIO AS AN ENTRY POINT
Community Radio in Wales plays a vital role in supporting the future of journalism in Wales, with much

of the talent currently making a name for themselves in the BBC, Commercial Radio and Media

Landscape, building up their skills and experience within the sector, alongside traditional learning

avenues.

Stations provide an opportunity for aspiring journalists to take what they’ve learnt in School, College or

University, and use it in real-life scenarios, creating radio programmes, news bulletins and online

content that develops their skills, but also empowers local people.

In March 2026, the Senedd’s Culture Committee said Wales was “diminished” by inadequate

broadcasting. Whilst this report focused on the BBC and Commercial TV Services, Community Radio

services continue to deliver locally led programming, broadcast from and to communities, day in, day

out.

The majority of commercial radio services available in Wales, predominantly broadcast from outside of

Wales, exclude 15 hours of Wales-specific programming. This excludes the Nation Radio Group stations,

which broadcast a mix of locally produced shows from within Wales and from across its wider network

of stations.

Whilst Ofcom is calling all local analogue commercial radio stations to carry a mandatory amount of

local news on weekdays under new Ofcom rules implementing the Media Acts 2024, this decision has

already seen Nation Broadcasting surrender a licence for a service in Ceredigion due to the changes.

Compared to England, the BBC services in Wales are countrywide, not focused on cities or counties,

meaning stories of a hyperlocal nature are not included in the national conversation.

Meanwhile, Community Radio Services broadcast the vast majority of their content from studios

within their community, with much of that featuring locally relevant news, travel, events and

information.

Whilst there is no universal training platform, each station has developed its own training programmes

or Academy structures to train those who volunteer with them. Each station has a commitment within

its licence to provide training, development and volunteering opportunities as part of the delivery of its

service.



This training goes not just to develop skills within radio broadcasting, but also wider communication,

key skills and community participation, which can not only improve someone’s employability

prospects, but also improve their value, self-worth and community cohesion.

Many stations also benefit from the use of the BBC Local Democracy Reporter Service for content, as

well as the Senedd Reporter Scheme, to enhance their output on air and via their websites.

More widely, it's recognised that Community Radio plays a vital role in connecting communities with

information not broadcast by larger media outlets.

The Listening Locally Across the UK report, conducted by University of Northampton, which survied

5,710 local community radio liseners from across the UK, 71% said their health had improved as a direct

result of hearing about health services on their local community radio, 67% said they had gained

employment or skills because of something they had heard on the radio, and 53% agreed, or strongly

agreed with the statement ‘Listening to local radio has made me understand the perspectives of other

people better than I did before.’

In addition, comments in the focus groups confirmed this, with participants agreeing they would trust

content heard on local community radio, and sometimes trust it more than that heard on national

radio.

The WCRN calls on future Welsh Governments to recognise Community Radio as a key part of the
media landscape in Wales, focusing on its role in championing underrepresented communities and
voices, whilst giving the future of journalism in Wales a chance to learn their skills here in Wales. 

The WCRN continues to call for the Welsh Government to encourage stronger partnerships and
working relationships between Community Radio stations, the BBC, Commercial Radio and Wider
media landscapes in Wales, making sure that Community Radio is considered in all future
conversations about broadcasting within Wales.

The WCRN supports the continuation and enhanced remit of the BBC Local Democracy Reporter
Scheme and Senedd Reporter Scheme, highlighting the work of both to its members.
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The Ofcom Communications Market Report 2025 - https://www.ofcom.org.uk/phones-and-
broadband/service-quality/communications-market-report-2025-interactive-data

WCRN Community Radio in Wales Report – November 2025 – Upload to WCRN Website.
UK Parliament Broadcast in Wales – October 2023 -
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm5803/cmselect/cmwelaf/620/report.html

NUJ Welsh Executive response to the House of Commons Welsh Affairs Committee report
into Broadcasting in Wales - https://www.nuj.org.uk/resource/welsh-executive-council-calls-
for-independent-institute-to-champion-welsh-media.html

UK Community Radio Network 2024 Manifesto - https://ukcommunity.radio/manifesto
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cvg59vxz940o

Listening Locally Report - https://pure.northampton.ac.uk/en/publications/listening-locally-
across-the-uk-a-study-into-the-nationwide-liste/

Wales Community Radio Network is the representative body of Ofcom-licensed
community radio services in Wales - representing 12 services currently broadcasting on an
analogue FM Community Licence, or DAB Community Digital Sound Programme.

This manifesto was developed by WCRN, with support from the UK Community Radio
Network.

This manifesto was written and produced by Nathan Spackman, WCRN Chairperson.

All written material copyright WCRN CYF except where otherwise indicated.

WCRN CYF. Company Number 15563949

12 Clun Crescent, Pontyclun, Mid Glamorgan, Wales, CF72 9AH

www.wcrncymru.org / info@wcrncymru.org
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